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PARSONTO PERSON

As we wrap up 2007, how we praise
God for His presence and blessings at Park-
side! One year ago our Leadership Team
was praying and seeking God for His goals
for our church in 2007. As the leaders met
in January, we shared what we had heard
from God as to His goals for us as a church
in 2007.

The following reflects the goals set and
how God has helped us in meeting His
goals:

1. Schedule Prayer Visits

Prayer Teams contacted most of our
Parkside families in April and May
and many enjoyed the blessing of a
home prayer visit.

2. Supply Discipleship Training

We had Eternal CPR training semi-
nars in May and September with
Dale Edwardson, our District
Church Health Director, providing
the training for some 30 people.

3. Strengthen Communication
Our website is up, running and be-
ing updated regularly.
An Employee Handbook and Policy
Manual has been completed and
adopted.
We had two fellowship events with
our Mienh Church; one in June and
one in November.

4. Small Groups
We had short-term mission trips to
the homeless in San Francisco, a
medical team go to Honduras and
others go to a disability camp in
Wisconsin.
Pete & Suzie Kistler stepped up to
give new leadership to our College
& Career ministry. They meet on
Sunday nights at the Kistler's home
with dinner provided.

(Continued on page 4)

JOHN'S JARGON

Hello Fellow Parksiders,

So here is 2008. Wow. Sounds like a
sci-fi movie title, yet it’s real life. I am
very excited about this year and all God has
in store for us! It is also exciting that God
lets us be a part of His great work. The first
thing happening in this New Year for Ignite
Ministries is Hume Lake Winter Camps.

The theme of this year’s camps is
“Proof,” with a focus on James 2:14-26.
“But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I
have deeds.” Show me your faith without
deeds and I will show you my faith by what
Ido.” In other words let your actions sup-

port what your mouth says! Please pray
that our youth understand God’s words for
them.

Thinking about this and the New Year
another verse comes to mind, Colossians
1:10-11: “And we pray this in order that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
may please him in every way: bearing fruit
in every good work, growing in the knowl-
edge of God, being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might...”
God wants us to live a live worthy of the
calling, and to do it in His strength.

(Continued on page 5)




PAGE 2

VOLUME 24, ISSUE |




VOLUME 24, ISSUE |

PAGE 3

KIDS
O

Z20—1O0OmMZZ

New
Beginnings

“Many years ago, the story goes, an Italian artist
was commissioned to paint the Last Supper. He
scoured the entire neighborhood for appropriate
models, and soon had uncovered a ruddy, burly
sort of fellow with flowing hair to portray Peter.
Next he ran across an ascetic youth with a brood-
ing mouth and questioning eyes, and chose him for
Doubting Thomas. An eager outgoing type of man
became Andrew. And a young man with features
of sensitive nobility was picked to sit for Christ.

Before the month was out, the painter had se-
cured models for all twelve of the apostles save
one. But, try as he would, he could not find a
model suitable for the part of Judas Iscariot. As a
result, an important part of the canvas had to re-
main unfinished. And, of course, without the de-
monic impact of the betrayer, the Last Supper natu-
rally lost much of its meaning.

However, the artist never gave up the search.
Wherever he went and whatever he did, he was al-
ways subconsciously on the lookout for a replica of
the man who sold his Lord for thirty pieces of sil-
ver. At last, several years later, he finally found
his Judas. There, slouched at a table in a cheap
café, sat a sullen lout far-gone in drink. His face
was wildly ravaged by obvious self-indulgence.
His eyes could not hide the bad conscience which
smoldered behind them. His mouth was weak and
cynical. He might almost have been Judas in the
very flesh!

Unimpressed by the opportunity of becoming a
living part of the Last Supper, the snappish fellow
sneered his refusal to cooperate. But the persistent
artist finally won him over by appealing to the one
love which still had any lure for Him. He was
promised a bag of coins whose golden worth was
far beyond the call of duty.

During the last sitting, just as the painter was
applying those finishing touches which would
bring the canvas to its glorious completion, the
model amazed him by suddenly bursting into tears.
Between sobs, he blurted out his question. “You
don’t know me, do you?”

“No, I'm afraid I don’t.”

“You never saw me before you picked me up

that day in the café?”
“No, at least not to my knowledge.”
“I am the man who once sat for your Christ!”

This writing is from a little booklet called Bits
and Pieces. It was printed sometime in the 80’s
and it always speaks to me about changes. About
starting over. About new beginnings. Which is
what another New Year brings with it. What new
beginning are you interested in? Perhaps you
would like to begin an exercise program. Perhaps
you want to begin to take classes at the junior col-
lege. Perhaps you would like to begin a class in an
evening Bible study. Perhaps you would like to be
a more outspoken witness for Jesus. Did you know
there is no expiration date on your fishing (for
men) license? It is good for life!

At the first of each year my mind goes to new
beginnings. Having been saved at age 8, I attended
weekly Sunday School and Church services but I
never learned to study and “walk” with Him. I was
told the Bible stories but never was taught how
their principles applied to my life. So, in my teen
years, I walked away from the church and what I
had learned.

Years went by and, when our oldest daughter
was 18, I started attending a small Baptist church
near our home. It became a new beginning for me.
I began to grow and learn for myself and, before
long, our whole family was in church. We began
our lives all over again with Him in the center of it.
At that time, my favorite scripture promise became
Joel 2:25a (“And I will restore to you the years that
the locust hath eaten----"). And He has!

I, for one, welcome the New Year with it’s
new beginnings. It holds wonderful promise for
us. A chance to make needed changes and to take
on new challenges and begin again. I am looking
forward to it! Let’s not wait! Like the young man
in our story, we need to make some changes as
soon as God brings them to our attention. In other
cases, sometimes changes come and we are not
ready for them. But God is not surprised! He was
always aware of them and He has promised to be
there to help when we need and call on Him.

Holding on to Him Who NEVER CHANGES!

Toyce
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(Continued from page 1)

5. Solidify Men's Ministry
In addition to leading our Sports Ministry
(volleyball, basketball & softball), John Vadnais
answered God's call to oversee our Men's Minis-
try. John leads a Wednesday night men's account-
ability group and scheduled two successful men's
night out opportunities in October and November.

6. Second Service in September
This was a major step that ultimately impacted
our whole church. After four months, this step
has been clearly blessed by God. He raised-up
two Praise Teams to alternate weeks. He has pro-
vided a strong group for the 8 a.m. service that
averages 80-90 people each week while the 10:45
a.m. service is pretty full most weeks with 175-
200 in attendance. The 9:30 a.m. Disciplemaking
Classes between both services give people a
chance to see and visit with one another.

As you can see, God has blessed His goals for 2007.
Now, as we pray and plan for 2008, would you pray with
us for God's clear goals for the New Year? Our Leader-
ship Team will be meeting on Saturday morning, January
19 to hear from ministry leaders and to share what they
have heard from God. We will then share God's plan for
2008 with our whole church family Sunday morning,
January 27 in the State of the Church Address.

Every year God has been faithful to give us a
glimpse of His plans for us and as we have trusted and
walked with Him...He has accomplished His purposes.
(Proverbs 3:5,6)

As we wait, God's plans are great...for 2008!

PasAlor EOW
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The College and Career Fellowship has been

% Allianco Women

MINISTRIES

January’s meeting of Alliance Women will be held Mon-
day evening, January 21% from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the
Music Room .

We are asking each lady to bring something made with
cheese in it to share with the rest of the ladies. The rea-

son? We are having “A Whine and Cheese Party!”. We

would love to have YOU join us for the fun.

If you have never been to one of our meetings, this is your

chance. The fun and the fellowship are great! By the

way, bring your scissors. (How can you be a cut-up with-

out scissors!?) We’ll have some music(?) and a game and
...well, come and see!! Let’s pack that room with Park-
side women and girls. See YOU there!!

Babysitting is available for those who need it but we need

to know ahead of time. If you need childcare, call Joyce
Pendergrass at 627-0750 .

steadily growing since its humble September
beginnings. They meet most Sunday evenings at
5:30 p.m. at Pete and Suzie Kistler's home for
dinner and Bible study.

Currently, the group is working their way through
the Book of Matthew. Once a month they meet
for a fun night out-on-the-town. They have played
miniature golf, they saw "Those Crazy Ladies",

(a First Assembly drama production), and most
recently, ten attended "A Christmas Carol" at the
Enchanted Playhouse.

Pete and Suzie feel truly blessed to be able to get
to know these young adults. Each week an e-mail
is sent out to confirm when and where they are
meeting, and which chapter in Matthew they will
be studying. If you would like more information,
please call Pete or Suzie at 625-5430 or e-mail
them at psaada@aol.com. They would love to
have you join the College and Career Fellowship!

Women’e Minictry Newe: A Look At 2008

The Women’s Ministry team has had a chance to review the events and Bible studies of 2007. We will be continuing
our fine offerings of Bible studies, as well as modifying some of our events. Here are some new happenings to look

forward to:

®» Launching of an online prayer group and/or Bible study

® 2008 Fall Women’s Retreat: Our theme will be “Improving Relationships and Communication”. We are now in
the planning phase for the retreat, so if you would like to help out, give me a call (Joan Daniels, 734-3764).
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Board Briefs

from the December 9th Administrative Board Meeting

The meeting began with a welcome to new Board
members Jim Brinkerhoff, John Vadnais and Houston
Wells and a thank you to those going off the Board in
2008, Keith Glentzer, Rick Hash and Steve Floyd. We
did a brief study of Psalm 46, reflected on what it meant
to "be still and know that I am God" and spent time in
prayer praising and seeking God.

Steve Floyd reported that the Deacons have been
busy helping with the set-up for various Christmas min-
istries and Steve thanked the Board and deacons for
their support over the past two years.

Missions Chairman Jim Morcom shared that our
Missions Festival will be February 23-27 with our guest
speaker being from a creative access country in South-
east Asia. Parkside people have adopted all 50 needy
families from Highland School, and they are supplying
gifts to the children and food baskets for the families for
Christmas!

Mark Piper reported that the Elders recently did an
evaluation of Pastor John and Pastor Ron and found the
process very helpful for all involved.

Bob Fatica distributed the November Financials
showing General Fund giving at $23,884 for the month
and expenses held to $23,768. Our monthly budget goal
is $25,500. We are $26,000 behind our goal for the year
and $7,000 behind in actual expenses. We are trusting
God for increased end of the year giving that will put us
over the top.

Pastor Ron reported that he and Peggy, John and
Maribeth will be gone to the Alliance Pastors' Confer-
ence in Paradise January 15-17th. With the increased
attendance and workload, there is a need to add more
secretarial hours. Sharon is currently scheduled to work
30 hours a week (although she often ends up working
beyond that) and she is willing to add another five hours
per week. The Board unanimously agreed to increase
her hours beginning January 1st with new church office
hours being 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday — Friday.
Stephanie Wamhof is doing a wonderful job as Pastor
John's part-time secretary and Sharon's backup. The
Board moved that the church office could be closed on
Monday, December 24 and Monday, Dec 31 if the staff
felt that the rest of the week could be adequately cov-
ered.

John Vadnais shared that the recent Men's Fellow-
ship went extremely well with several new men attend-
ing and Steve Aguilar presenting a powerful testimony.

The Board reported on some of the new people they
are meeting and rejoiced over how God continues to add
to His church at Parkside.

Jim Brinkerhoff led us through the revision of our
new Employment Handbook. This policy manual for
employees will serve as a safeguard for the church in
the event the necessity arises. The Administrative
Board unanimously adopted the handbook.

We reviewed the latest draft of our proposed 2008
Budget. Although there were several ministries request-
ing increases in their Budget for next year (i.e. Worship
and Youth), the Board felt that because of the lower in-
come this past year we should hold the line on Budget
increases. As the giving increases in 2008, we will
come back and look at possible budget increases for
various areas including Youth, Worship and salaries. At
present the 2008 Budget is targeted to be $308,000, just
slightly above our 2007 Budget of $303,000.

Administrative Board meetings were set for the 2nd
Sunday evening of each month in 2008.

Board members shared their thoughts from the re-
cent Mienh Culture Night, Commissioning Service and
Dessert Theatre.

Rick Hash gave an update on the portables. Hous-
ton Wells is providing the grading and packing for the
pads and then we will have the portables delivered and
set-up. We will then need to hook-up electrical, fire
alarms and do sidewalks, ramps and landscaping. We
hope to have them ready for our new Disciplemaking
Quarter, March 1st.

The Board rejoiced over how God has provided for
His 2007 Goals that were set back in January.

Jim Brinkerhoff and Greg Hoskins were appointed
to do a Financial Review of our Church Financial re-
cords and Mark Piper volunteered to review the Alli-
ance Women's checkbook.

The next Administrative Board meeting is sched-
uled for Saturday, January 19, from 7:45 a.m. — 1:00
p.m. with the Elders and other ministry leaders invited
to come pray and plan for 2008.

JOHN'S JARGON

(Continued from page 1)

The idea of New Year’s resolutions and such always
come up this time of year. My prayer for Parkside
Chapel is that we would be able to back up what we talk
about Jesus with our walk for Jesus; doing all of it
through the amazing power of the Holy Spirit!

Looking forward to another year,

Jobin
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Points of Praise

Praise God that the city has ap-
proved out portables, that the site
work has almost been completed
and that the portables will be deliv-
ered right after the first of the year!
That is the way to begin a fantastic
New Year!

We praise God for the unity He con-
tinues to provide in our Administra-
tive Board meetings, and Praise
God for the three new men serving
on the Board.

Thank God for our new quarter of
Disciplemaking Classes and good
attendance in those classes.

Praise God for the many guest that
came to our Christmas Dessert
Theater and for the excellent dra-
matic presentation by Jeremy Hoff-
man on the following Sunday morn-

ing.

Praise God that 11 World Vision
orphans from Africa were adopted
by Parkside people.

We are thankful to God that all 50
families from Highland School were
adopted by Parkside people with
gifts for all the children and food
baskets for all the families.

We thank God that Crossroads and
Apex continue to grow spiritually and
they also enjoyed a special time at
their Christmas parties.

Thank God for the couple who gave
$1500 to purchase a new key board
for our Praise Team!

We thank God for the continued
move of His Holy Spirit and for the
hands that were raised to receive
Christ

We are thanking God that for the
wonderful Children’s Musical With
some 50 children involved and a full
house! We also thank God for
Steve Daniels and for him using the
talents God has given him to create
this musical.

We Praise God for the excellent
giving so far in December as we are
catching up in several financial
areas.

We are praising God for a fun and
tasty Cookie Exchange and Tea for
the ladies with 30+ ladies in atten-
dance and a wonderful devotion
given by Sherry Brinkerhoff.

We Praise God for the Christmas
offering of $1825 for our missionar-
ies.

Praise God that David and Mau-
reen Anderson have volunteered to
teach the 5th & 6th grade Disciple-
making Class.

We are thanking God for those
who taught the K-3rd grade Chil-
dren’s Church this Fall (Emma, John,
Charles, Julie and others!) and we
Praise God that Joyce will be re-
turning from her three month break
to resume her teaching position.

We are praising God for a beautiful
celebration of life for Ted Voss.

We Praise God for another Men’s
Fellowship with some 25 guys in at-
tendance and a great testimony/
challenge by Steve Aguilar.

We are Praising God that

...Val Ferrell has received a clean bill
of health from her cancer treatment
...Pam Turner is doing well after re-
ceiving a stint for an artery that was
95% blocked!

...Sabrina Knickerbocker came
through her emergency hernia sur-
gery well.

...Houston Wells came through his
shoulder surgery well.

...Molly Robinson came through gall-
bladder surgery well.

...Penny Clark came through disc
surgery well and is now at home re-
covering.

...Esther Coffee has been released
from the hospital in Modesto and is
at home recovering from her head

injury.

Praise God for the new people He
has brought our way this past month
which included:

Rich and Deb Tapley, Michelle
Ogden, Mike and Nancy Joos, Jeff
and Barb Coney, Glen and Mary
Davis, Randell and Raquel Black,
Joe and Laurie Toms, Leah Asher,
Jeremy Hoffman, John and Lauri
Conrad, Heather Karr, Joleen Aiken,
George and Chris Pultz, Derek,
Rachelle and Colin McCowan, Arlene
Gregory, Brittny Pullen, Noah and
Kay Ogden, Charles Alvarez, Enid
Sellars, Daniel William Trujillo, Jr.
Christopher Rowan, Kelly Green and
Kevin, Richard, Karen Criystal and
Macheala Wendt and Peter Holt.

We give God
all the glory and praise!

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18,19
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Career
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Ernie McCowan Bob Fatica
Brenden Woods Art Sonberg Anthony Peters Houston Ward Xander Eggleston
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8:00 am & 10:45am | 6:30 pm Alliance 9:30 am Women’s 6:15 pm AWANA 9:30 am Women’s 6:00 am Men’s 10:30 am & 3:00 pm
Sunday Celebration Women Morning Bible 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study Morning Study Parkside on KRDU Radio
. epinlo. 6:30 pm Elder's Mtg Study Study 5:30 pm Praise
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Church Address 6:30 pm Women'’s Team
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making Classes

5:30 pm College/
Career

6:00 pm Annual

Business Meeting

Olga Taylor

Mike Cline
Rosa Lee Patterson

Giselle Villalobos

Jr. High Winter

Camp at Hume Lake
Friday, Jan. 31 - Sunday, Feb. 3
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3200 E Walnut Ave ¢ Visalia, CA 93232
Phone: 559-734-3775 ¢ Fax: 559-734-3451

www.parksidevisalia.org
Email: parksidechapel@aol.com

"Come, follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men."”
Jesus
Matthew 4:19

Important Dates to Note:

Jan 27 - State of the Church Address & Annual Meeting

Feb 23-27 - Missions Festival

Ignite Student Ministries presents...

IiENITE

Monday Nights at 7 pm For Junior High Thursday Nights at 7 pm For High School
CISSRIpISY

For Info Call: 559-734-3775




